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paper has already been given in a China underlie;1.
Empress Dowager,3* but it is worthy of reproduction
because of the light which it throws on the character
of Li Hung-chang and his high-minded courage in
moments of national danger,

" It is to be remembered that between this, our
Empire of China, and the outer barbarians, hostilities
have frequently occurred since the remotest antiquity,
and our national history teaches that the best way
to meet them is to determine upon our policy only
after carefully ascertaining their strength as com-
pared with our own.   Since the middle of the reign
of Tao-Kuang the pressure of the barbarians on our
borders has steadily increased, and to-day we are
brought to desperate straits indeed.   In 1860 they
invaded the capital and burnt the Summer Palace;
His Majesty Hsien-Feng was forced to flee, and thus
came to his death. It is only natural that His Majesty's
posterity should long to avenge him to the end of
time,  and  that  your  subjects  should  continue  to
cherish undying hopes of revenge.    But since that
time, France has taken from us Annam, the whole
of that dependency being irretrievably lost: Japan
has fought us, and ousted us from Korea.    Even
worse disasters and loss of   territory  were,   how-
ever> to follow: Germany seized Kiaochao ; Russia
followed by annexing Port Arthur and Talien-waa;
England demanded Wei-hai-wei and Kowloon, to-
gether with the extension of the Shanghai Settlements,
and the opening of new treaty ports inland; and
France made further demands for Kuang-Chou-wan.
How could we possibly maintain silence under such
grievous and repeated acts of aggression ?    Craven
would be the man who would not seek to improve
^>u^defences, and shameless would be he who did not
long for the day of reckoning.   I myself have enjoyed
110 small favours from the Throne, and much is ex-